ARIZONA PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSOCIATION

Membership Meeting

October 8, 2005

A G E N D A

(* - indicates written report in packet)

	I.
	CALL TO ORDER
	
	Bob Direnfeld, PT

	II.
	INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
	
	Bob Direnfeld, PT

	III.
	ADOPTION OF MEETING RULES 
	
	Bob Direnfeld, PT

	IV.
	ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
	
	Bob Direnfeld, PT

	V.
	APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: May 2005 (*)
	
	Bob Direnfeld, PT

	VI.
	PRESIDENT’S STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS
	
	Bob Direnfeld, PT

	VII.
	PRESIDENT’S REPORT
	
	Bob Direnfeld, PT

	
	   a.  Ethics Committee
	
	Lynn Carlson, PT

	
	b. State Government Affairs Committee (*)
 *  Adaption of 2006 Legislative Agenda (*)
	
	Al D’Appolonio, PT



	VII.
	TREASURER’S REPORT
	
	Suzanne Brown, PT

	
	     a. Finance Committee (*)
	
	Mark Langebach, PT

	
	           *  Presentation of 2006 Budget (*)
	
	

	
	      b. Scholarship Committee (*)
	
	Kristen Collins, PT

	XII.
	SECRETARY’S REPORT
	
	Linda Duke, PT

	
	     a. Federal Government Affairs (*)
	
	Phil Tygiel, PT

	XIII.
	FIRST VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
	
	Betsy Lindsey, PT

	
	     a. Program Committee (*)
	
	Betsy Lindsey, PT

	
	     b.  CEU Committee
	
	Carol Ickes, PT

	IX.
	SECOND VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
	
	Maggie Hopson, PT

	
	      a. Membership
	
	Evie Gagliano,PT

	
	      b. Public Relations (*)
	
	Mary Daley, PT

	X.
	CHIEF DELEGATE’S REPORT (*)
	
	Karen Donahue,PT

	
	      a.  Delegates (*)
	
	Karen Donahue, PT

	
	      b.  Publications    (*)
	
	Karen Donahue, PT

	XI.
	PAST PRESIDENT’S REPORT
	
	Jim Roush, PT

	
	      a.  Research Committee
	
	Barbara Maxwell, PT

	
	      b.  Web Page Committee (*)
	
	Jim Roush, PT

	XII.
	REGIONAL REPORTS
	
	

	
	    Region I Covering Western Maricopa County (*)
	
	Judy Neigoff, PT

	
	     a.  Archives Committee (*)
	
	Aurelie Babbitt, PT

	
	    Region II Covering Central Maricopa County (*)
	
	Al D’Appolonio, PT

	
	     a.  Practice Committee (*)
	
	Young An, PT

	
	    Region III Covering Eastern Maricopa County (*)
	
	Lori Deibler, PT

	
	     a. Bylaws Committee 
	
	Ellen Lowe, PT

	
	    Region IV Covering Southern Arizona (*)
	
	Paul Wheeler, PT

	
	     a. Nominating Committee

         i.  Announcement of Slate of  Candidates      
	
	Becky Wilson, PT

	
	 Region V Covering Northern Arizona (*)
	
	Lisa TenBarge, PT

	
	     a.  Payer Relations Committee   (*)
	
	Marlene DeRosa, PT

	XIII.
	UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	
	Bob Direnfeld, PT

	
	     a.  Task Force on DPT Report
	
	Nicole Boyd, PT

	
	     b.  Task Force on Hospital Privileges Report
	
	Lori Pearlmutter, PT

	
	     c.  Task Force on AZEIP Report (*)
	
	Cynthia Driskell, PT

	XIV.
	NEW BUSINESS
	
	Bob Direnfeld, PT

	XV.
	REPORT OF ELECTIONS
	
	

	
	     a.  Announcement of Teller’s Committee
	
	Peggy Hiller, PT

	
	     b.  Election Results
	
	Peggy Hiller, PT

	XVI. 
	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	
	Bob Direnfeld, PT

	XVII. 
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	

	
	
	
	


ARIZONA PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSOCIATION

REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP - October 8, 2005

ARCHIVES/HISTORY COMMITTEE 

Chair:  Aurelie Babbitt, PT

Board Liason ,Judith Neigoff

Members: Peg Hiller, Leah Ferrazzi, Barbara Gould, Lezlee Alexander

Lezlee has completed Volume II of our photos which will be available at the meeting.  She placed 2004 in Volume III. Mano Borg Pappas sent us photos of Liz Law’s retirement party. Kay Wing has sent us more photos of the PT Directors for Volume I.  

We are most grateful for any of your photos, especially from the 70’s!

Kristina Kiefer is arranging interviews in Tucson.  We hope to do a few more this coming year.

The AZ Board of PT Examiners Minutes will be completed this coming month.

DELEGATES

Karen Donahue, PT - Chief Delegate

The Delegates will be meeting at the fall meeting for their first meeting since National Conference. All members are invited to attend all delegate meetings. Please contact Karen Donahue PT (azospt@aol,.com) if you are interested in attending the meetings. If any member has an issue or a motion that they would like to see heard on the House floor please notify any member of the delegation. 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Philip Tygiel PT, MTC m- Chair

Board Liaison : Linda Duke, PT
COMMITTEE MEMBERS Alicia Esparza,PT, Lori Hansen,PT, Bob Direnfeld,PT, Gary Derscheid,PT, Lisa Akers,PT, Don Berlyn, PT, Linda Duke PT, Karen Bustillo,PT, Al D’Appollonio, PT,Gabe Lucas, PT, Jennifer Toeppe, PT 

The major emphasis for the committee this past 6 months has been on working to get Congress to repeal the cap on rehab services.  If Congress doesn’t act before the end of the year there will be a $1750 cap for 2006.  Congressmen Renzi, Grijalva and Pastor have already signed on.  Senator Kyl’s office has told us they will work with others to extend the moratorium on the Cap but the are not sponsoring our legislation yet.

Since CMS has changed its rulings and essentially now allows direct access in States like Arizona, direct access legislation has been on a back burner for the committee.  We are still working on it though as we would like to have the change made in law rather than just regulation.

Key contacts are continuing to work with their Congressmen and senators on all of these issues.

Sample letters for members to give to patients have been sent out.  

The committee polled the Board, delegation and key contacts regarding retention and expansion of APTA’s Critical Issues.  A copy of the recommendations from Arizona is attached.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Treasurer:  Suzanne Brown, PT -        Chair:  Mark Langenbach, PT

Treasurer Report


The Association is in good financial shape. Membership numbers are up bringing sufficient dues income to the Chapter. Our non-dues revenues are also up, providing additional revenues from CEU approvals, exhibits, advertisements, and meeting income.  The Treasurer and Finance Committee have monitored the fiscal operations of the Chapter, overseeing the Annual Audit, tax returns, APTA reports, and investments. The Chapter policies pertaining to fiscal operations have been reviewed with minor changes to reflect current practices.  The Finance Committee prepared the annual budget for consideration by the Board of Directors and membership.  


Members interested in serving on the Finance Committee should contact the Treasurer, Suzanne Brown at sbrown@atsu.edu.

PAYOR RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Marlene DeRosa, PT – Chair

Members of the Payer Relations Committee are:


Marlene DeRosa—Chair


Wayne Fraleigh—representing the Private Practice setting


Beth Page—representing the Pediatric setting

Since my last report in April, the Physical Therapy Reimbursement arena has seen some changes.  The Industrial Commission Hearing was held in May at which time an increase in reimbursement rates for physical therapy services was accepted. A representative for the AzPTA was present at this hearing. 

 In June we received confirmation that new Medicare policies were in effect. These policies affected not only the qualifications of therapists furnishing services in physicians’ offices but also the requirements relating to orders, visits, and certifications for physical therapy treatment.  The August/September APTAN issue had a complete description of the changes involved in the Medicare Benefit Policy Manual, and I would advise any member to refer to this document for any clarification or question they may have. 

The confusing issue of Noridian’s interpretation of these policies remains. As many of you may be aware, Noridian did not   include the new policies in their recent release of their current “Therapy LCD” policy. (For the complete policy which includes new Crosswalks for matching ICD 9 codes with CPT codes, please refer to: http://www.noridianmedicare.com/provider/pubs/med_b/policy/final/11state/B2004_11pdf)

I have been in contact with the APTA regarding Noridian’s exclusion of these new policies in their recent release.  APTA has assured me that they have been in communication with Noridian, and that the problem should be resolved shortly. 

On August 1st, CMS released the proposed Medicare Physician Fee Schedule.  Unfortunately, CMS is predicting that payments under the proposed Fee Schedule will be reduced by 4.3% for the calendar year 2006. The APTA has submitting comments to the proposed Fee Schedule.  Hopefully this proposal will be amended.

I will be attending the annual Reimbursement Chair Forum in Washington DC in December.  If any of you have reoccurring problems with reimbursement, please contact me and I will try to bring them to the Forum. 

The annual Practice Management Seminar will be held December 7th, from 8:30 to 5:00. Helene Fearon will be conducting the education program on Reimbursement and Coding Issues for the entire day.  A brochure will be available soon with more details.

The biggest Medicare news to date is in regards to the cap.  Unless Congress takes action this fall, Medicare will re-institute a $1700 cap on therapy benefits regardless of the patient’s medical condition or rehabilitation needs. We need to take action now to ensure that the cap does not go back into place. You and your patients can call your members of Congress or you can fax them a letter requesting that they address this proposed implementation of the therapy cap.  There are sample letters available on the APTA website. Please make your voice heard.
We would welcome any member from any setting who is interested in assisting with Payer Relations.  Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at derosam@summitctr.net or at marlened922@aol.com.

PRACTICE COMMITTEE

Young Ann PT, Chair

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Young An, Karen Donahue, Sheri Donaldson, Helene Fearon, Peggy Hiller, Susan Overman, Linda Thunn, Peter Zawicki, Kris Hardison, member at large.  

 Board Liaison:  Al D'Appollonio, P.T., AzPTA State Government Affairs, Chair   
The Practice Committee is continuing with the mission of educating the membership in matters pertaining to law, ethics and practice.  

The committee is updating the Supervision Notebook, with the goal of an electronic version by January 2006, either on CD or internet access as one approach to meet our objectives.  We have been active in facilitating an ethics agenda at both the Spring and Fall State meetings in conjunction with the Program Committee.  Next year, the focus will remain on education using the internet as a forum of timely communication.

We are an active committee looking for new members to broaden the clinical expertise.  Please contact any committee member if you wish to join.  You won’t be disappointed.

PROGRAM

Betsy Lindsey PT, Chair

Members: Lisa Akers, Nushka Remec, Cecelia Sartor-Glittenberg, Jeff Fahrenbruch, Kay Wing, Adrienne Parry, John Heick, Sharon Farrell, Deanne Fay.

The Program Committee is charged with meeting the membership’s continuing education needs. Programs have consistently evolved in quality and quantity over the years. We want to continue to offer Arizona therapists the best in educational experiences, including innovative topics, evidenced-based research and issues directly relevant to clinical practice. However, we cannot do this without YOU! We need your ideas, input, comments, and organizational abilities to continue to push our programming forward! Please email your input on future programs to Betsy Lindsey at blindsey2@cox.net. Your contributions enhance future programs! 

RECENT EVENTS:

Spring Conference, held in May, offered a variety of programs for all clinical interests including Legalities of Hiring, Women’s Health Issues, Orthopedic and neuro tracts, Falls Prevention, Creation of Policy of APTA. The Casino Night PAC fundraiser was tons of fun, as was the early morning Yoga session. All combined for a conference that was a Sure Bet!

Pediatric Update, held in August at AT Still University, was a great time to network with fellow therapists and learn latest information on evidence-based practice, audiology (including a “field trip” to the audiology lab on campus!), pharmacology, and an update on the Arizona Early Intervention redesign.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Fall State Meeting 2005 is already in the planning stages, with David Guy and Nushka Remec coordinating this event. Stay tuned for more information regarding this innovative conference, geared toward educating all therapists together under unopposed sessions. Topics to include professionalism, ethics as well as ortho, neuro/peds tracts.

Practice Management December 7, 2005 in Phoenix. Helene Fearon is speaking on reimbursement issues.


Ortho Update January 28, 2006: Jeff Fahrenbruch, chair of the meeting, is organizing an exciting event. Britt Smith, PT, MSPT, OCS, FAAOMPT has extensive training in Norwegian (Kalterborn-Evenjth) technique, Australian technique, osteopathic technique and is certified in Cyriax technique. Britt has been adjunct faculty at NAU’s entry level and transitional doctoral programs since 1998. His presentation is “Manipulation of the Lumbar Spine and Pelvis”.

Neuro Update January 28, 2006: Cecelia Sartor-Glittenberg is heading up this program again this year, and has slated Dorian Rose from University of Florida. Her specialization is in stroke research and rehabilitation.

Spring 2006 State Meeting May 5-6 2006:The chairperson for the is Sharon Farrell. She and her committee are putting together a great program, with Shirley Sahrmann headlining the event.

PT Day at the Capitol March 7, 2006: Our State Governmental Affairs Committee, chaired by Al D’Appollonio continues to provide this rich experience. If you haven’t attended, be sure to mark yourselves out of clinic on this day (always on a Tuesday) to attend. If you’ve been before, come learn while you interact with some of our state legislators.

Once again, if you have ideas for topics and/or speakers, please forward them to Betsy Lindsey. Thank you for your dedication YOUR organization, and your support of programming in Arizona!

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy Lindsey, PT

PR COMMITTEE 

Mary Daley PT,  PR Chair

MEMBERS:  Pam Banning, Kathy Brewer, Mike Reed, Karen Rike

BOARD LIAISON:  Maggie Hopson

The highlight of this year is that AzPTA submitted the PR Committee activities over the past year to APTA with hopes of winning an award.  The Arizona Chapter DID win the 2005 Outstanding Chapter Effort in Public Relations.  The specific activity recognized by APTA was the “Grant for the Promotion of Physical Fitness in Middle School Children.”  The PR Committee plans to continue promotion of the grant by more membership awareness and involvement.  Please read the handout in your registration packet and start talking to the needy schools in your communities.  Be proud of your profession!  Let’s help our younger generation develop healthy lifestyle habits!

As our committee continues to pursue a goal of better educating the public about physical therapy, Kathy Brewer has agreed to chair  the AzPTA Liaison Task Force. This task force will present the project to the membership this weekend.  In addition to being a liaison for related organizations, we still encourage PT’s to speak to local groups and share your experiences with the PR Committee so we may recognize your professional efforts.

The fifth annual P.T. Day at the Capitol is scheduled for Tuesday March 7, 2006.  We plan to have a Fitness Clinic located near the Senate and House common area to make it easier for the legislators participate in the event.  Lunch will be catered by Macayo’s.  CEU’s will be available for participation in the morning session.  See you there!

PUBLICATIONS

Karen Donahue PT – Chair / Editor

The AzPTan won for the second year in a row the APTA Outstanding Component Newsletter Award.  The final AzPTan of the year will be published in November. All individuals who are interested in contributing to the AzPTan with articles need to have your articles to the office by October 21, 2005. 

The Directory was printed and mailed to every member. If your address is not correct, it cannot be corrected until the next printing next year. Please be sure to update your address with the office.  A tremendous thank you to Pauline Wampler for her outstanding efforts in getting the directory to print and distributed! 

RESEARCH

Barbara Maxwell PT - Chair

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  John Heick, Jennifer McDonagh, Tom McPoil,  Theresa Kraemer

The committee reviewed suitable journal articles and developed a list of appropriate articles for use in the Journal club at regional meetings. These articles covered a range of specialist areas and research methodologies in order to meet the needs of a diverse range of clinical and research interests. The quality of the articles also varied in order to facilitate the use of critical appraisal skills and to generate discussion on quality issues in evidence based practice.

The articles were listed in advance on the web page and the committee provided links to PDF files for each article.

The following resources have been made available to members throughout the year:

· Literature search assistance (link to literature searching created on web page)

· Consulting with researchers (contacts for research consulting & networking, listed links to research sites and committee members placed on web page)

· Guidelines and instructions for critique of professional literature on web page.

There appears to have been very limited use of these resources by members and the committee has received no telephone or e-mail enquiries for research assistance. 

There will be no student research presentations at the fall state meeting this year. This was traditionally coordinated by NAU. This year NAU have selected not to use this forum for their student research presentations.

SCHOLARSHIP

Kristen Collins PT - Chair

Scholarship Committee now has a new chairwoman, Kristen Collins. She has agreed to the term for 3 years. Committee members include: Janis Missey, Dave Herzberg, Sel Wasson, Mike LeBec, Peter Zawicki, Michelle Cornwell, Lori Bordenave, and Board Liaison: Suzanne Brown.

Multiple applications were received this year from scholarship applicants looking to receive financial support for their 2005/2006 internships. Majority of them were from NAU. Statistics and conference calling allowed us to agree upon 6 PT students (4 from NAU and 2 from AT Still University) and 2 Gateway PTA students with the greatest need and academic performance. Each PT student was awarded $900 and each PTA student $500. All are asked to be in attendance for the Fall 2005 Awards Luncheon to accept their checks.

Silent Auction will take place at the Fall Conference. 100% of the proceeds will go towards supporting future scholarship recipients, 60% to the endowment fund and 40% to the annual fund. Bowling tournament will take place at the Fall conference as well. Set for 6pm on Friday evening. Members, friends, an/or family are invited to play individually or teams of 5. Money made by this tournament goes directly into the scholarship endowment fund. 

Future plans for the Scholarship Committee are to be determined as the new chair settles into the position and reflects upon the outcomes of the Fall Conference events. That which is successful will continue, that which needs improvement will be decided upon by the committee. Next committee meeting is set for Friday Oct. 7th 2005 at 4:30pm at the Black Canyon Conference Center. More new graduates or experienced therapists will be encouraged to join this committee making it at least 10 members strong on a consistent basis. 

STATE GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

Al D’appollonio, PT – Chair

The Committee has been pretty active this past summer with various meetings.

As you know, we were approached by the Home Health Association (HHA) in January 2005.  They proposed introducing legislation to allow Physical Therapy Assistants to have off-site supervision.  After a couple of meetings, the HHA decided to pull their legislation in favor of working with us to find alternative solutions.

Our first meeting with the HHA was attended by Bob, Linda, Susie and me.  This meeting was productive and resulted with two of our Membership Committee members and two HHA members collaborating to develop survey to determine why Physical Therapists do not want to work in Home Health.  These people met and developed a survey rather quickly.

The next meeting with HHA was attended by Bob and Susie and went very differently.  The survey tool had not been sent out yet and there was discussion on how to accomplish the mailing.  Bob stepped out of the room to call Pauline to see if there was still time to insert the survey in our APTAN.  While Bob was in the hall, there was more discussion by the HHA members regarding how they wanted to add the question to the survey on how Physical Therapists felt about off-site supervision.  They also started to discuss that the survey was a waste of time and should proceed with legislation.  (That was coming from their lobbyist, et al.)  Fortunately, Susie was present for their comments and tried to remind the HHA group that they were here to develop an alternative solution to legislation.  After Bob returned to the meeting, it was clear HHA was going to introduce legislation.

Since the second meeting, HHA has proceeded with a Sunrise Bill to open our Practice Act to add off-site supervisions for PTAs.  The Sunrise Committee will be meeting in October.  The Association will need to prepare a written response to the Bill as to why we would oppose.  The Committee will decide whether or not the Bill should proceed.  Personally, I don't think the HHA has a chance of getting the Sunrise Bill introduced because it is our Practice Act.  Susie stated she has never seen this done before.

Susie and I met with Representative Quelland for about two hours to discuss POPTS Legislation.  At the end of the meeting, Representative Quelland took a neutral stance and was interested in how Senator Allen would feel about this legislation.  Representative Quelland met with ARMA two days after our meeting and POPTS was on the agenda.  It is unknown how the meeting went with ARMA.  

Bob, Susie and I met with the Arizona Hospital Association (AHA) about POPTS Legislation.  We met with their Vice President of Public Affairs and the Director of Government Affairs and Policy which was a very positive meeting - they both supported our legislation.  Their Government Committee would be meeting soon and they would present our POPTS Legislation with recommendation for support.  The results of the Government meeting are unknown.

Bob, Susie and I met with the Executive Director of the Arizona Family Physicians Rural Areas.  Their congress met and passed a resolution to ask the Legislature to provide additional funding for physical therapy programs.  The purpose of this funding was to increase the number of PT graduates who will remain in practice in Arizona.  We were in agreement with them and offered to present their proposal to our Board and meet with them later.

The Charlie Stevens Award committee has met and selected Sen. Carolyn  Allen as this year's recipient. Sen. Allen has agreed to come to the State Fall meeting to accept the award.

March 7, 2006 is the date for next year's PT Day at the Capital. I will be working with Mary Daley to develop the program.

We met with Sen. Allen about the referral for profit legislation. We were able to educate her about the topic. She was receptive to the idea and volunteered to set up a stakeholder meeting. Susie will be in charge of putting that meeting together.

A State Government Affairs Committee meeting was scheduled for 9/10/05 but this meeting, too, was cancelled due to lack of attendance.  We need to meet soon so we can set an agenda to be approved by the membership at the Fall Meeting. The committee met on 9/22/05.

The Committee has developed the following legislative agenda to be presented to the membership for adoption at the Fall Meeting: 

1) Explore legal and/or legislative alternatives for eliminating referral for profit.  

(2) Oppose changes in the Practice Act that would allow off-site supervision of PTAs.  

(3) Work towards changing professional designation to DPT. 

(4) Continue to monitor and provide input into AzEIP Redesign via the task force.  

(5)  Monitor regulatory status of excessive state insurance requirements for DDD/DES physical therapy providers. 

Below is the DPT Task Force Report which will be presented at the Fall Meeting.  

In response to the charge presented to this Task Force by the Board:  Investigate and report on the implications of changing the professional designation of a licensed Physical Therapist from “PT” to “DPT”, the Task Force suggest that the following be considered the key points appropriate for the Board to consider, as well as points that can be discussed in a Town Hall forums. 


Some see the DPT as an academic degree and not a license credential 


If change at the legislative level is not implemented in the near future, the increasing number of DPT graduates may limit the ability to make a change via a legislative process in the future


As the DPT population reaches a critical mass, a natural course of events without any undue influence of the profession itself, might result in legislative change


If the change is not made, there might be a perception (public as well as professionally) that a 2 tier system exists in the profession


A legislative change to a credential of DPT might be perceived as deceptive to the public that physical therapists have earned this academic degree.

Respectfully submitted,

Al D'Appollonio, PT

WEBSITE

James Roush PT, Ph.D., ATC - Chair

The website has been a source of aggravation to the membership for many years.  I am happy to report to the membership that we now have a functional website. 

The objectives for the website for 2005 were:

1. the development of a dynamic, up-to-date, attractive, yet simple website that will serve the membership of the association.

2. the reacquisition of the domain name of the website.

3. develop a partnership with a vendor who was in Arizona, and who could better serve the needs of the association. 

4. teach other individuals how to update the website. 

I am pleased to report that we have met the first three objectives so far this year. If you have not visited the website, please do so.  I believe it is attractive, dynamic, up-to-date, and serves the needs of the membership of the association. It is a very simple website that can be updated very quickly with the assistance of any of four computer programs that are relatively easy to learn. 

One of the major issues that confronted us in the development of the website is having adequate access to the domain name. We have developed a new domain name, aptaaz.org.  Within the last month, we were able to negotiate with the former vendor the old domain name, then close down the old site. We have developed a relationship with a group in Tucson that I believe will be better responsive and better serves the needs of the association. The only objective that I do not believe has been adequately addressed at this time teaching other individuals how to work with and update the website. However, it has been such a chore to address the first three objectives that I have not had the opportunity to address the fourth. Giving that, we still have several months in 2005 to do so. 

I am proposing the following objectives for 2006:

1. develop secure pages to use for payment systems such as credit cards over the internet that are used for programming and other activities as needed. 

2. make the website a self-reliant entity within the association in terms of budget. 

3. develop more pages of the website to meet the needs of committees and membership. 

4. continue training to selective individuals who can assist in updating the website. 

5. continue the partnership with the present vendor to insure a vibrant website. 

6. maintain a dynamic, up-to-date, attractive, yet simple website that we can be proud of, and which will continue to serve the needs of the membership of the association.

Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Roush

REGIONS

REGION 1

Western Maricopa County  - Regional Representative - Judy Neigoff, PT

 

  Region 1, which includes all of the West Valley suburbs of Phoenix, has been growing rapidly.  We have almost 100 member physcial therapists who live or work in Region 1.  Since the last Fall AzPTA meeting, Region 1 has had two meetings.  The first, on Dec. 9, 2004 was held at FitLife Center for Strength and Conditioning in Peoria.  It featured John Tuitele, PT talking about his new Eccentron machine.  We got free goodies and a chance to try out the machine.  Our second region meeting was held on May 24, 2005 in conjunction with Regions II and III.  We met at Banner Good Samaritan Rehabilitation Institute and were treated to dinner and a talk about PT Malpractice issues by John Checkett, JD. 
   The future of Region 1 depends on you.  The Region 1 Representative position is up for election at this Fall meeting.  Whoever wins the election has the job of planning future programming and networking to serve this Region.  Anyone who has ideas or input let us hear from you. 
Judy Neigoff, PT
REGION 2

Central Maricopa County – Regional Representative – Al D’Appollonio, P.T.

In May of this year we had a regional meeting discussing Physical Therapy Malpractice Insurance with speaker John J. Checkett , JD. The topic was very interesting and informative.  John was an excellent speaker and gave us very

relevant information and how to watch out for red flags.

We are planning our next meeting for the end of October. Nushka Remec will be assisting me in developing the meeting. Please look for your postcard in the mail with details.

Respectfully submitted

Al D'Appollonio, P.T.

Regional Representative 2

REGION 3 

Eastern Maricopa County  - Regional Representative – Lori Deibler, PT

Region 3 has a new representative, Lori Deibler.  Physical therapist who reside in the East Valley also attended  May 24th meeting that was combined with regions 1 and 2.    Our last meeting was on August 23 and it was combined, once again, with regions 1 and 2.  NorthStar financial group spoke about financial planning and other important information for the healthcare professional.  We had 7 PT's and their guests attend.  We are planning our next meeting for November.    Keep your eyes open for information via e-mail or mailing.  Also, if you work and/or live in the East Valley and are NOT getting e-mails/announcements please contact Lori at 480-892-2121 or Pauline at the AzPTA office.
REGION 4

Southern Region Report – Regional Representative -  Paul Wheeler PT
 

The Southern Region has had 4 meetings this year with exceptional member turnout.  Our last meeting was on September 13th at Bob Wallace and Denise Driscoll's new clinic.  We had 41 attendees listen and discuss current spine surgery interventions.  We were very fortunate to have 3 orthopedic spine surgeons from Tucson Orthopedic Institute present on cervical mylopathy, lumbar stenosis and lumbar pain.  We will have 2 to 3 more meetings this year with one tentatively planned in Yuma for November.  Anyone interested in becoming more involved in the Southern Region, having a journal club in their area or has comments or suggestions, please contact Paul Wheeler, P.T., the Southern Regional Representative at 520.296.8513.
 Respectfully submitted,
Paul Wheeler, P.T., Southern Region Representative

REGION 5

Northern Region Report – Regional Representative,   Lisa TenBarge PT

We have been busy as a region this summer.  Cynthia Hudson who works at Payson Care Center set up the first meeting of region 5 that was organized by a member that was not the Region 5 representative or the District chair!  The meeting was held in June and had an excellent turnout.   In August, we held a meeting in Flagstaff that featured Sarah Hudelson PT who spoke on vestibular evaluation and treatment.  We are hoping to set up a meeting in November but have yet to set a date so be on the lookout for the mailing from Pauline!

TASK FORCE

Task Force Report – AzEIP Redesign

Cynthia Driskell PT, Chair

Task Force members:


Tami Hirasawa, PT, Lori Hansen, PT, Barb Womack, PT, Judy Neigoff, PT, Board Liaison, 


The Task Force on Arizona Early Intervention Program Redesign has been active since the 2005 Spring AzPTA membership meeting with the following activities:

1) Developed and distributed a position statement opposing some aspects of the   initial AzEIP system redesign in May, 2005.

2)  Presented position paper and discussion of issues to AZ Board of Physical Therapy in May, 2005.

3)  Attended provider and public hearings on AzEIP redesign, summer 2005.

4) Communicated with AzOTA and AzSLH Assoc on common areas of concern with AzEIP redesign, ongoing.

5) Discussed AzEIP redesign changes with Karen Kittle, OTR, DES/DDD, Director of Program Development and Policy, following presentation at Pediatric Update, July 2005.

6)  Monitoring increased insurance requirements for DDD/DES physical therapy providers, ongoing.

A final draft of the AzEIP System Redesign is pending and should be available for review in October, 2005.  AzEIP and DDD have been responsive to some concerns presented by AzPTA, but there continue to be areas of concerns in the service provider model and its implementation, tentatively to begin in January, 2006.

The task force submitted two items to the SGA Committee to include as part of the 2006 legislative agenda for presentation at the membership Fall Meeting.


*continue to monitor and provide input into AzEIP redesign


*monitor regulatory status of increased state insurance requirements for DDD/DES physical therapy providers

The task force recommends continuation of its activity through Spring, 2006 with reports to the AzPTA Board and SGA Committee.

